
Every Song That Driver Knew 
 

 

Whenever I hear Janis sing that part in Me and Bobby McGee, "we sang every song that driver 

knew", it feels like she was thinking on me.   See, I drove the bus all over the country on many of her 

tours and to pass the time or just working on ideas, there surely was a lot of singing going on. 

Sometimes she'd come up front, sit behind me and ask what I liked, what kind of music that is.  Since 

we both lived a time in Texas and had a fair bit of churching in our younger years, we found some 

music in common, hymns and old ballads mostly.  Course when Janis got a hold of one, it might have 

brought the rafters down on a congregation and shocked the righteous right out of their pews.   Still, 

she'd stick pretty close to the versions I knew, least while I was joining in.  Then I'd see her itching to 

take it in another direction and give her a wink and listen to her go.  Looking back, I wondered if 

she'd ever had a "Come to Jesus" moment and like Dylan had her “Gospel years”, imagine what 

those albums mighta been like.  But it was not to be.  

In the quieter times, she took an interest in the CB radio.  We'd listen to the chatter of the truckies, 

the gossip on the road, advice and crazy ramblings just to pass the time.  Now and then we'd even 

pick up what police were up to and steer clear of trouble, mostly ours.  But covering that many miles 

there's accidents and hazards aplenty.  She liked the lingo and was a good mimic.  It was a show all 

its own.  She played it up with the rednecks 'specially, them never knowing it was Janis on the other 

end.  So I knew she'd picked up the ten codes.  

When I heard the news on October 4th 1970 that Janis was found dead in that hotel room, an 

accidental overdose they called it, I kept thinking about 10-3.  Maybe in some moment on that 

evening, she'd decided to stop.  On October 3rd, whatever her reasons, it was her way of saying, 10-

3, I'm gonna stop transmitting now.  And for those of us that knew her and found out on the 4th, 

we'd always remember her when hearing that code, 10-4, OK message received. 

 


